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Park Board Minutes 
May 11th, 2009 
 
City Hall Council Chambers 
The meeting began at 6:01 PM 
 
 
 
Park Board Members Present    
 
Darren Proctor-Chairperson 

Fred Jacobsen-Vice Chairperson 
Carol Ujick 
Valerie Zifka 
Brian Cebe 

Richards Rawlings 

Karen Witters 
 
City Representatives Present 
 
Gary Leaf 
David Wells 
Winona Jacobsen 
Dan Swatman 
Mayor Neil Johnson 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
The April 13th meeting minutes were tabled until suggested amendments are 
made. These minutes will then be available for approval at the June 8th 
meeting. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: None 
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STAFF REPORTS:   
 
The Staff Report will start with the Mayor as he has a pre scheduled 
meeting at 7pm. The Park Board approved of this agenda change. 
 
Gary Leaf, Community Services Director, invited Mayor Neil Johnson to 
attend the May 11th, 2009 meeting to give the current YMCA updates to 
the Board members and attending citizens. Neil mentioned reading 
through the minutes and noticed that the board was questioning how 
the YMCA study was funded. Neil stated that the City of Bonney Lake 
paid $34,500 for the study and Sumner reimbursed the City 36%. 
Officially the study was commissioned by the City of Bonney Lake and 
Sumner was invited to participate. Neil discussed what this study had 
initiated thus far and stated the first step in the process would be to 
acquire property. The YMCA study showed that it could possibly fit in 
three areas in Bonney Lake; Downtown (Fact: YMCA footprint will not fit 
in this area), Eastown (214th-234th) and Midtown (192nd-214th). The 
study also shows that two YMCA's can exist in East Pierce County, one in 
Sumner and one in Bonney Lake. The City of Sumner has identified their 
YMCA property; however it will not be able to go through the Pierce 
County Urban Growth amendment until 2011. The YMCA study stated 
that if Bonney Lake acquired land and started raising money they would 
have no problem building our YMCA first, they also wouldn’t have a 
problem building both YMCA's sites at the same time. The YMCA study 
had different recreation types of pools and exercise equipment for both 
sites, this Bonney Lake site would be built not to compete with local 
fitness businesses. The Council discussed leasing the land to the YMCA 
for thirty years, and a possible need to have a park bond which would 
include open space, facilities etc. The Park Board discussed possible 
Bonney Lake YMCA financial donors, where the YMCA would possibly be 
located in Sumner, how the Mayor was involved with the Forum Notes 
from BLHS (Bonney Lake High School), the view of the Forum regarding 
needing facilities for youth, increased drug use, and the need for 
restaurants, etc. 
David Wells, Bonney Lake Event Coordinator, was asked to share and 
discuss local events and updates to the 2009 Event Calendar.  
While handing out the newly updated 2009 event Calendar David stated 
that Mt. View Chiropractic and Wellness Center will be sponsoring Stars 
on Stage and giving away a $150 check on September 2nd, 2009 at the 
finals. David stated that this handout is the final summertime flyer (see 
COBL website with all the final amendments and updates); this flyer 
information is now at Matautia Design for graphic design and is similar 
to last year’s layout.  
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STAFF REPORTS:  continued 
 
David updated the Park Board on Tuesday Kids Club events at Cedarview 
Park, the first Kids Club will be July 7th 2009 with the Valentines 
Performing Pigs. The bands for the Wednesday concert series at Allan 
Yorke Park were discussed, and the first concert will be July 8th, 2009 
with a group called Rock Candy. Friday Night Flicks at Allan Yorke Park 
will start showing movies July 31st, 2009 with Madagascar 2 playing. 
Missoula Children’s Theater has been moved from BLHS to Liberty Ridge 
for the July 18th, 2009 performance; the performance will be Jack & The 
Bean Stock, and performance times are to be determined and will be 
posted on the COBL website. The theater staff of two is looking to stay 
at residential houses while in town; Fred and Winona Jacobsen have 
kindly offered their home for staff that week. The Wooden O 
performance at Allan Yorke Park is scheduled for August 2nd, 2009 to 
perform Taming of the Shrew. Bark in the Park will be at Allan Yorke 
Park on August 29th, 2009. Bonney Lake Night @ the Rainiers (Bonney 
Lake Sponsored Event) will be at Cheney Stadium on August 31st, 2009. 
David would like the Park Board to really publicize this event; the tickets 
are $15, and with every ticket sold $5.50 goes back to Bonney Lake Non 
Profit Panther Pride Booster Group (the Administration at the Rainiers 
suggested having one beneficiary for this money raised). This purchased 
ticket includes hotdog, chips, & soda. David is talking with the BLHS to 
have their band play the National Anthem; Mayor Neil Johnson will be 
involved with the first pitch, and there will be a check presentation 
before the first pitch showing how much money was raised for the 
Panthers from ticket sales. Schedule start date for ticket sales is June 
1st; these will be available at City Hall, City Annex Bldg., Sumner Park & 
Recreation Dept. and other various local businesses. David stated what 
was different about Bonney Lake days this year; all bands will be new 
except for one, Sunday afternoon Battle of the Bands will take over the 
stage with two representing Bonney Lake, two representing Sumner and 
two representing White River. The vision is to find a High School Senior 
that is interested in taking on this event for a Senior Project. The car 
show will no longer be in the center of the field; this event will be held 
in the parking lot, this will open up a large space for a crafters section. 
An invitation will be going out to Vendors who usually attend the Orting 
crafters event on the same weekend as Bonney Lake days. The water 
ski/wake board event will be cut due to the Police and Fire budget, and 
the Fun Run has an entirely new route.  
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STAFF REPORTS:  continued 
 
 
The Park Board discussed event parking issues, where to park and walk 
safely to events, and joining staff at the City booth during Bonney Lake 
Days. The Park Board questioned the “Labor of Love” Triathlon date and 
was made aware that it will take place on Labor Day weekend (Chamber 
of Commerce event) and will not affect Bonney Lake Days. The boat 
launch will be affected for a few hours that day and the Chamber of 
Commerce is aware that this may be an issue for City residents. 
Citizen Comment: Winona Jacobsen asked if there will be a heightened 
police presence at some of the Bonney Lake Days events; specifically 
with the movie Twilight showing. David stated that the police will be 
present during the Bonney Days events; the crime responses went down 
drastically from the year before when there was not a full summer of 
events, and having events more often seems to be cutting down on 
Police calls. 
Staff Reports on June 8th will include David Wells event updates and 
further discussion regarding a sub committee. 
 
 

 OLD/CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
 

Plaque standards: 
 
Tabled until further researched and will be discussed at the June 8th 
meeting. 
 
Ordinance 1232: 
 
The Park Board discussed the amendments needed within Ord 1232: 
12.12.120, 12.12.130 & 12.12.055. 
Also 12.12.055 fees established will not be revisited at this time due 
to the economy.  
Fred Jacobsen moved that Ordinance 1232 with amendments and 
changes be moved forward to Council; Chas Rawlings seconded motion, 
and remaining board members approved motion. 
This will conclude Ordinance 1232 Park Board recommendation to 
Council. 
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OLD/CONTINUING BUSINESS:  continued: 
 
 
 
Skate Park use policy: 
 
 
Gary Leaf, Community Services Director, added the Skate Park use 
policy to the agenda due to inquiries regarding rentals. The Park Board 
discussed what each renter could possibly do while renting the skate 
Park; would they let others citizens join, what would the liability be, 
should we invite those who would like to rent the Skate Park to a 
meeting to hear what their experiences and liabilities may have been in 
the past. 
The City of Bonney Lake does not at this time have a Skate Park use 
policy. The Bonney Lake Days Skate Park event was also discussed. 
Darren Proctor, Chairperson, asked staff to research other Cities Skate 
Park use policies, and educate the Park Board with this information at 
the June 8th, 2009 Park Board meeting. Gary will contact the attorney for 
liability information and staff will research other City Skate Park use 
policies.   
 
 
Downtown Pocket Park/Veterans Memorial property parcels 
discussion: 
 
 

Gary Leaf, Community Services Director, exchanged messages with 
Heather Stinson, Planning Manager; she stated that there is a major 
update of the Cities Comprehensive Plan in the year 2011. Heather feels 
that would be a really good time to bring changes to the Park Plan to 
include the Downtown Park, she recommended doing it all at once. The 
Park Board was under the impression that this was just a simple 
verbiage change to the Comp Plan and that if we delay and take into 
consideration the market fluctuation, this opportunity may go by the 
wayside. Gary will talk with Heather regarding these Park Board 
concerns and ask if there is flexibility in moving this addendum forward 
before 2011. Gary stated that he has not contacted the property owners 
regarding the Downtown Park/Veterans Memorial, but will work on 
contacting the property owners prior to the next Park Board meeting. 
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OLD/CONTINUING BUSINESS:  continued: 
 
Marketing the Park Board to the citizens:  
 
The Park Board discussed their responsibility to start the sales pitch now 
to educate the citizens with information regarding open space, parks etc. 
Fred Jacobsen will place articles/information in the Bonney Lake Livable 
Community Newsletter and also create a Power Point.  The Park Board 
will have information at the City booth at Bonney Lake Days which will 
include maps of properties that have been discussed. The Park Board 
would like to have information available at the Retirement Center, Senior 
Center, local schools and would like to submit information to the Courier 
Herald, place updates in the Utility billing informational area, and in the 
Bonney Lake Reporter. 
Citizen Comment: Winona Jacobsen mentioned having a map with the 
location of Parks, what Facilities are at each individual Park and rental 
fees etc. She would like this as a handout at Bonney Lake Days. 
 
Citizen Comment: Winona Jacobsen stated that there was talk about 
possibly including High School seniors to do a Senior Project, what is the 
possibility of going to the Mayor and City Council to see if you could 
have an associate Park Board member included, that would include High 
School students, maybe two positions. 
 
Darren Proctor stated that this decision would come from the Mayor or 
Council. The Park Board commented on how great it would be to get the 
students involved, feel their ideas could really be helpful, and a sub 
committee might be helpful to initiate follow through. Darren will report 
back to the board on the rules of sub committees. Brian Cebe moved to 
create a sub committee, Valerie Zifka seconded the motion. This motion 
was approved.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 
Valerie Zifka suggested to the Park Board that a Western Redcedar Tree 
be selected as a Heritage Tree for Bonney Lake. Valerie read and 
handed out information on this tree (s) that is located along Fennel 
Creek within city limits of Bonney Lake at the Willowbrook HOA. The 
Park Board discussed this in detail and will review what justifies a tree to 
be a Heritage Tree. Valerie suggested that the Park Board to visit this 
area where the trees are located. 
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NEW BUSINESS: continued 
 
Citizen Comment: Winona Jacobsen stated that following the Park 
Boards approval of Valerie’s recommendation, the Arborist will need to 
go out and make an evaluation of the tree.  
Darren Proctor, Chairperson, thanked Brian Cebe for mentioning that 
H.D. Messenger of the City of Bonney Lake Parks Department is now an 
Arborist. 

 
PROPOSED JUNE AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
A. Approve amended April 13th meeting minutes  
B.  Plaque standards 
C. Skate Park use policy 
D. Downtown Pocket Park/Veterans Memorial property parcels 
E. Further discussion~Western Redcedar Tree as possible Heritage Tree 
F. Fennel Creek Trail presentation by Gary Leaf 

 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
 
Fred Jacobsen wanted to remind everyone to join the Mayor for coffee 
the 1st Monday of each month at 9am located at the Senior Center. 
 
Brian Cebe would like to thank everyone for the success of Park 
Appreciation Day and Arbor Day.  
 
Fred Jacobsen questioned the flow of the waterfall at Ascent Park 
(Gateway). We need to replace the pumps. Gary Leaf commented that 
the Parks Department is working on this.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
The meeting ended at 8:11pm. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 8th at 6:00PM.  
 
 
 

Jennie Sage 
     Park Board Secretary 
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