
  
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
January 8, 2008 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

City of 

 
“Where Dreams Can Soar” 

 
 
The City of Bonney Lake’s Mission is 
to protect the community’s livable 
identity and scenic beauty through 
responsible growth planning and by 
providing accountable, accessible and 
efficient local government services. 

 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Neil Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. Audio Time 

Stamp ↓   
A. Flag Salute: Pacific Harbors Council Troop 501 of the Boy Scouts of America led the 

audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

B. Roll Call:  [A1.3] 
 
Councilmembers in attendance: David Bowen, Laurie Carter, Dan Decker, Mark 
Hamilton, Dave King, Jim Rackley, and Dan Swatman.  
  
 [Staff in attendance: City Administrator Don Morrison, Public Works Director Dan 
Grigsby, Police Chief Mike Mitchell, Planning & Community Development Director 
John Vodopich, Administrative Services Director/City Clerk Harwood Edvalson, 
Community Services Director Gary Leaf, Chief Financial Officer Al Juarez, Retired 
Judge Jim Helbling, Incoming Judge Doug Haake, City Attorney Jim Dionne, and 
Records & Information Specialist Susan Duis.] 
 

C. Announcements, Appointments and Presentations: [A3.6.9] 
 

1. Announcements: 
 

a.  Administration of Oath of Office to Newly Elected or Re-Elected 
Councilmembers – Laurie Carter, Dan Decker, Mark Hamilton and James 
Rackley. 

 
Judge Jim Helbling gave the Oath of Office to the newly elected and re-elected 
councilmembers.  

 
b. AB08-12 - A Motion of the Bonney Lake City Council Confirming The 

Mayor’s Appointment of Doug Haake as Bonney Lake Municipal Court 
Judge. 

 
Councilmember Rackly moved to approve the Mayor’s appointment. 
Councilmember Swatman seconded the motion. 

 
Mayor Johnson thanked staff for their hard work in the hiring process and said 
this is an exciting time for the Court. Doug Haake spoke to the Council, saying 
he is excited to get to know the people of Bonney Lake. He noted that the court 
is going to grow, and he looks forward to growing with it.  

 
      Motion approved 7 – 0.  

 
c. Administration of Oath of Office to Newly Appointed Municipal Court Judge – 

Doug Haake. 
 

Outgoing Judge Jim Helbling administered the Oath of Office. 
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2.   Appointments:  
 

a.  AB08-13 – A Motion of the Bonney Lake City Council electing a Deputy 
Mayor to serve a two-year term and establishing Council membership on 
standing Committees. 

 
Councilmember King nominated Councilmember Dan Swatman to serve the 
two-year term as Deputy Mayor. Councilmember Rackley seconded the 
nomination. No other nominations were put forward. 

 
   Motion approved 7 – 0.  

 
Mayor Johnson continued to committee appointments. Councilmember King 
moved that councilmembers should state if they desire to serve on each 
committee. Deputy Mayor Swatman seconded the motion.  
 
Community Development Committee 
Councilmembers Bowen, Decker, and Rackley expressed their interest in 
serving on the Community Development Committee. Councilmember Bowen 
nominated Councilmember Rackley as chair of the Community Development 
Committee; Councilmember Decker seconded the motion. Councilmember 
Rackley accepted the nomination and was selected as the chair of the CDC. 
 
Public Safety Committee 
Councilmembers Carter, Hamilton, and King expressed interest in serving on 
the Public Safety Committee. Councilmember Hamilton nominated 
Councilmember King as chair of the Public Safety Commission; 
Councilmember Carter seconded. Councilmember King accepted the 
nomination and was selected as the chair of the Public Safety Committee. 
 
Finance Committee 
Mayor Johnson noted that Councilmembers Swatman, King, and Rackley will 
serve on the Finance Committee, with the Deputy Mayor as chairperson.  
 
Wastewater Treatment Committee
Councilmember Rackley reminded council about this ad-hoc council 
committee. He said he and Deputy Mayor Swatman remain as members, and 
Councilmember King said he stepped in on occasion as well. Councilmembers 
Hamilton and Rackley and Deputy Mayor Swatman said they were interested in 
serving on the committee.  
 
Mayor Johnson asked whether the Council needed to vote to confirm committee 
placements. City Attorney Dionne said no vote was needed.  
 
Councilmember King noted that councilmembers needed to be appointed as 
delegates to a number of regional councils and commissions: 
 
Pierce County Regional Council 
Councilmember King nominated Councilmember Rackley as the primary 
delegate to the Pierce County Regional Council, and volunteered to serve as the 
alternate delegate. Councilmember Decker seconded the nomination.  

 
   Motion approved 7 – 0.  
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Rainier Cable Commission (RCC) 
Councilmember King noted that former Councilmember DeLeo was the 
delegate, with Councilmember Rackley as an alternate. Deputy Mayor 
Swatman nominated Councilmember Rackley as the new delegate; 
Councilmember King seconded the motion.  

 
Motion approved 7 – 0.  

 
Councilmember Rackley reminded councilmembers that an alternate delegate 
also needed to be selected. Councilmember King said he would accept the 
alternate position if the Council approved; Councilmember Rackley seconded. 

 
   Motion approved 7 – 0.  
 
Regional Access Mobility Partnership (RAMP) 
Councilmember King noted that Councilmember Hamilton has been attending 
RAMP meetings on a regular basis, but the Council has not had a formal 
designation for a delegate in the past. He recommended that the Council 
appoint a representative, and nominated Councilmember Hamilton. 
Councilmember Rackley seconded the motion. 

 
   Motion approved 7 – 0.  

 
3.    Presentations: None. 

 
D. Agenda Modifications:  

 

Mayor Johnson suggested the Council hold an executive session before the Full Council 
Issues in order to discuss potential litigation. Councilmember King moved to approve 
the agenda modification; Councilmember Bowen seconded. 
 
       Motion approved 7 – 0.  

 
 

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS, CITIZEN COMMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A. Public Hearings:  [A3.6.12] None. 

7:15:28 

 
B. Citizen Comments: [A1.5]   

 
Kellie Klimczak, 11602 203rd Ave E, Bonney Lake, WA, addressed an unsafe school 
zone on 120th St E from 211th Ave E to 209th Ave Ct E. She said that in the morning 
when Junior High and High School students are out, there are insufficient lights, and 
you cannot see the kids until you are very close. She noted that with the new Cascadia 
development, there will be more traffic on 120th St E and now is the time to do 
something about it. She suggested new signs listing times instead of the ‘children 
present’ signs in place now. Public Works Director Grigsby confirmed the locations she 
noted and said he will check on it. 
 
Dennis Mason, 1507 NE 169th, Shoreline, WA, came to address a question of home 
foreclosures and financial problems the nation faces. He said he spoke at the Puyallup 
City Council yesterday as well, about the “Homeowners and Bank Protection Act of 
2007.” He spoke about these issues and read portions of the Act to the Council. He 
submitted the Act to the Council for their review. Councilmember Bowen said he would 
read the information but told Mr. Mason he would probably not take action.  
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Seeing no other speakers, Mayor Johnson closed public comments at 7:24 p.m. 

 
C. Correspondence: None. 
 
 

III. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: [A3.6.4] 7:24:00 
 
A. Finance Committee: Deputy Mayor Swatman said the committee met earlier in the 

evening, and that he sat as the active chair, with Councilmember King also in 
attendance. The committee discussed: 

1. D08-06, acquisition of property by eminent domain for the downtown area 
(Civic Center), including eminent domain and public comment requirements. 

2. Resolution 1776: for HVAC system bids in the City Hall Annex.  
3. D08-14, a motion for out-of-state travel for Sergeant Ron Sasaki; Deputy 

Mayor Swatman said he had forgotten to add this motion to the agenda during 
agenda modifications and asked that the council allow him to do so before 
discussion of Full Council Issues. 

 
B. Community Development Committee: Councilmember Rackley said the committee met 

yesterday, and discussed: 
1. D08-007: adopting WAC 468 (highway access rules) into the City ordinances. 
2. Resolution 1779: preliminary intersection design for 184th St. and Main St.  
3. Resolution 1780: an agreement with Pierce County regarding surveying 

services. 
 

C. Public Safety Committee: Councilmember King said the committee decided not to meet 
until new members were appointed. He noted the committee will meet on January 14th, 
5:00 p.m., at the Public Safety Building training room. He said the agenda would be 
posted as soon as possible and that all are welcome to attend. 

 
D. Other Reports:  

 

Municipal Research and Services Center Survey  
City Clerk Edvalson said he had received a request from MRSC requesting 
councilmember’s email information and offered the opportunity to have contact 
information included in their directory. He asked councilmembers to complete the form 
so he could submit it to MRSC.  
 
Leadership Breakfast 
Mayor Johnson said on January 11, 2008 from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. there would be a 
Leadership Breakfast hosted by Sumner Superintendent Gil Mendoza. He said that 
anyone interested in attending should email him (Mayor Johnson). 
 
Councilmember King asked to interject the time-sensitive issue of the resolution to 
approve out-of-state travel for Police Sergeant Sasaki for the purpose of attending the 
school for explosive entry. He noted that it may be improper but that it had been 
discussed by the Finance Committee and asked that the resolution be added to Full 
Council Issues as Item B. Councilmember Rackley seconded the motion. 
 

Motion approved 7 – 0.  
 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: [A3.6]  
 

7:29:20 
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A. Checks/Vouchers:  Accounts Payable wire transfer #3251040 in the amount of 
$47,851.77; Accounts Payable check/voucher #49551 in the amount of $5,221.00; 
Accounts Payable checks/vouchers #49552 thru #49703 in the amount of $657,141.88; 
Accounts Payable checks/vouchers #49704 thru 49705 in the amount of $1,782.00 for 
accounts receivable deposit refunds; Accounts Payable check/voucher #49706 in the 
amount of $2,823.42 for utility account refunds; Accounts Payable checks/vouchers 
#49707 thru 49791 (voiding check #49771)in the amount of $79,063.46; Accounts 
Payable checks/vouchers #49792 thru 49821 in the amount of $2,095.18 for utility 
account refunds; and Accounts Payable check/voucher #49822 in the amount of 
$630.60. [F4.9] 

 

B. Payroll: Payroll for December 01-15, 2007 for checks, including Deposits and 
Electronic Transfers for $ 235,013.73 (AFSCME and Non-represented) 
Payroll for December 01-15, 2007 for checks, including Deposits and Electronic 
Transfers for $ 98,344.60 (Police Department) 
Payroll for December 15-31, 2007 for checks, including Deposits and Electronic 
Transfers for $ 334,788.52 (AFSCME and Non-represented) 
Payroll for December 15-31, 2007 for checks, including Deposits and Electronic 
Transfers for $ 155,049 .61 (Police Department) [F4.9] 
 

 

C. AB08-03 – Ordinance D08-03 – An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Bonney Lake, Pierce County, Washington, Annexing Certain Real Property Indentified 
As The “Peaking Storage Tank Site”, Located At 21719 96th Street East, To The City 
Of Bonney Lake, Pursuant To RCW 35A.14.300, For An Existing Water Storage Tank 
Site. [A O 3.2.1]  

 

D. AB08-04 – Ordinance D08-04 – An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Bonney Lake, Pierce County, Washington, Applying Public Facilities (PF) Zoning To 
The Area Commonly Referred To As The “Peaking Storage Tank Site” Located At 96th 
Street East. [O 3.2.1] 
 

Councilmember Rackley moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Deputy Mayor Swatman 
seconded the motion.  

 
Councilmember Bowen noted that items C and D on the Consent Agenda were discussed by the 
Community Development Committee at its December 17th meeting. He said he did not 
participate in person but was able to do so via conference call. He said he plans to vote yes and 
encouraged everyone to do so. He also thanked Public Works Director Grigsby for allowing 
him to participate. 

 
        Motion approved 7 – 0.  
 

 
V. FINANCE COMMITTEE ISSUES: None. 
 
 
VI. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE ISSUES:  None. 
 
 

VII. PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE ISSUES: None. 
 
 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   
Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(b) the City Council announced an Executive Session at 7:30 
p.m. for 15 minutes to discuss property acquisition. Councilmember Rackley did not participate 

7:30:31 
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in the Executive Session. The Executive Session was extended for 5 minutes at 7:46 p.m. The 
meeting reconvened at 7:49 p.m. 
 

 
VIII. FULL COUNCIL ISSUES:  7:50:18 
 

A. AB08-01 – Resolution 1777 – A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Bonney Lake, Washington, Denying The Shipman Ridge Preliminary Plat.   [O 
3.7.1]  
 
Councilmember Rackley recused himself from discussions. City Attorney Dionne noted 
that this matter is a closed record hearing matter, and explained this specific resolution. 
He said the Hearing Examiner had recommended denying the conditional use permit as 
well as an application for a variance. He noted that the variance request was already 
acted upon and is not before the council now. He explained that the standards are 
currently for the preliminary plat application only. He described public health, safety, 
and general welfare, schools and other planning features, and service to the public use 
and interest as standards to use when deciding whether to accept the resolution. He 
added that councilmembers should recuse themselves if they have any bias, personal 
interest, or communications that would influence them in the matter. He said any ex 
parte communications should be put on the public record before any discussions take 
place. 
 
Councilmember King said he had reviewed the closed record and found nothing to 
overturn or question the examiner’s findings, and feels the Council should uphold the 
Hearing Examiner’s recommendation. City Attorney Dionne offered additional 
comments about the Hearing Examiner’s review and recommendations. He explained 
that the Hearing Examiner determined that the conditional use permit was satisfied, and 
had recommended to approve the conditional use permit but to deny the preliminary 
plat. Councilmember King said he stood corrected and agreed with City Attorney 
Dionne’s explanation. Mayor Johnson confirmed that an affirmative vote on this 
resolution would grant the conditional use permit but would deny the preliminary plat.  
 

Motion passed 6 – 0. 
Councilmember Rackley 
recused himself from voting. 

 
 Councilmember Rackley returned to Council chambers at 7:59 p.m. 
 
B.  AB08-14 – A Motion of the City of Bonney Lake, Pierce County, Washington, 

Authorizing Out Of State Travel for Sgt. Ron Sasaki to Attend An Explosive 
Breaching Course in Portland, Oregon, From January 21-25, 2008.  
 
Councilmember Rackley moved to accept the motion; Councilmember King 
seconded the motion. 
 
Deputy Mayor Swatman noted that the resolution also includes reimbursement. Chief of 
Police Mitchell said that this training normally costs $1,000 for registration, but that 
Lakewood had paid the registration fee, making this a great savings for an important 
training opportunity. Councilmember King said that for Metro SWAT to be effective, 
members must have specialized training on a regular basis, and strongly recommended 
passing the resolution.  
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Mayor Johnson asked the Chief for an update on the recently purchased armored 
vehicle. Chief Mitchell said it was still in Massachusetts, but had been painted and was 
ready to ship.  
 
       Motion passed 7 – 0.  

 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT: 8:02:15 
 

At 8:02 p.m. Councilmember Decker moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember 
Hamilton seconded the motion. 

 
Motion passed 7 – 0.  

 
 
 

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Harwood Edvalson, CMC 
City Clerk  

Neil Johnson 
Mayor 

 
 
 
Items submitted to the Council meeting of Janury 8, 2008: 
 

 City of Bonney Lake – AB08-14 – A Motion of the City of Bonney Lake, Pierce County, 
Washington, Authorizing Out Of State Travel for Sgt. Ron Sasaki to Attend An Explosive 
Breaching Course in Portland, Oregon, From January 21-25, 2008 – Police Chief Mitchell. 

 
 Bonney Lake Citizen – “Homeowners and Bank Protection Act of 2007” – Dennis Mason. 
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